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' and you will hold your own against many a buffet in life ;
still, you will encounter many for which you were not
prepared and which you would fain have been spared. You
must arm yourself against these, like Austria against the
chance of war, otherwise you will break down and drop into
a sickly state, which would be disastrous to yourself, and
inflict a frightful burden upon poor Fritz for life; besides
which, it would unfit you for fulfilling all the duties of your
station.'

He returns to the all-important theme. ' In reference to
having children, the proverb says, Le premier pour la santd,
le second pour la beaute, le troisieme gate tout. But England
proves that the last part of the saying is not true, and health
and beauty, those two great blessings, are only injured where
the wife does not make zealous use of the intervals to
repair exhaustion, undoubtedly great, of the body, and to
strengthen both for what it has gone through and for what it
has to go through, and where also the intervals are not
sufficiently long to leave the body the necessary time to
recruit.'

But, while Albert would continue to write to his daughter
in this broadminded and attractively free vein, bent solely
on helping her along the way as he saw best, her selfish
mother was on the eve of embarking on a daily campaign
of a very different character. It was to go on all through the
year and, though the Queen's letters are not in existence, we
can see perfectly clearly the line she was taking from what
Lord Clarendon told Charles Greville, the-famous diarist,
when the two happened to meet in Berlin that autumn.
Clarendon had had it direct from Stockmar, who ought to
know, and here, according to gossip Greville, is exactly what
the old Baron had said.

' I want to talk to you on a very important matter, and
to invoke your aid. It relates to this " poor child " (the
Princess Royal). Her mother is behaving abominably to
her, and unless a stop can be put to her conduct I know not
what may be the consequence, for she is not in good health,
and she is worried and frightened to death. The Queen